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President's Message 




The New Mare Island 



Mary McCarthy 



Come to the inaugural Solano Bicycle 
Classic on the weekend of March 25- 
26. Professional men and women cyclists 
will compete for points and prize money 
in a series of exciting races. Public races 
for cyclists ages 3-80 are featured in 
Fairfield, the host city, on Saturday. If all 
goes as planned, this event will put 
Solano on the map in the cycling world. 
The professional cycling season starts the 
first weekend in March in Redlands and 
continues in California for the following 
three weeks, then moves to the Pacific 
Northwest, Midwest, and East Coast 
before ending in Europe in the summer. 
For details on the Solano Classic and con- 
tact information, see the flyer in this issue. 



This issue's lead article features a Mare 
Island update. Two major milestones in 
the conversion process of this beautiful 
former Naval Shipyard were recently 
completed, making Mare Island a far more 
attractive corporate investment opportu- 
nity. Comments by new Vallejo Mayor 
Tony Intintoli on the importance of the 
Mare Island conversion set the tone for 
the next few years. Also in this issue is an 
interview with Dr. Bernard Zeliger, Provost 
of Touro University West Coast, a new 
Mare Island fixture. 

Meet Joe Donabed, Rio Vista's new city 
manager, in this issue. Read his comments 
on the major projects that are changing 
the landscape in Rio Vista, Solano's gem 
on the Sacramento River. 




Woodland (530) 661-6000 W. Sacramento (916) 372-1023 B Dorado Hills Real Estate Loan Office (916) 939-8400 or (800) 300-5476 
Real Estate Dept., Davis (530) 753-1585 or (800) 682-8648 SBA Loan Office, Sacramento (916) 567-6270 or (888) 999-4SBA 
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The cover and article 
renderings envision 
Mare Island's future. 



Mare Island, 5,000-acre strip of land 3 miles 
Ions and 1-1/2 miles wide, has been the 
economic focus of attention in Vallejo 
since 1993, when the federal government announced 
the closure of the 150 year old Naval Shipyard and 
the loss of more than 10,000 jobs. Today, as negotia- 
tions continue which will result in the transfer of own- 
ership from the federal government to the City of 
Vallejo, two major milestones signal that Mare Island is 
ready to entice corporate capital investment and the 
jobs that investment brings. 

Late last year, two key agreements were signed. 
The Navy and City of Vallejo signed the Economic 
Development Conveyance (EDC), and the City and 
its Master Developer, Lennar Mare Island LLC, signed 
an Acquisition Agreement. What do these agree- 
ments mean for a business looking at a 
Mare Island location? They signal that now may 
be the best time to negotiate. By making longer-term 
leases available, the agreements mean a 
new tenant can capitalize and justify facility 
improvement costs. 



While the Navy remains obligated to complete 
the environmental clean-up, the EDC allows the City 
to assume the Navy's property management, mainte- 
nance and development obligations. The 
Acquisition Agreement between the City and Lennar 
allows Lennar to assume those obligations. The 
Acquisition Agreement is a revenue sharing partner- 
ship in which the City contributes property, build- 
ings and equipment in exchange for Lennar's invest- 
ment in infrastructure upgrades, asset management, 
and development services. The goals are quality 
jobs to replace those lost when the Naval Shipyard 
closed, generating economic activity, and establish- 
ing a strong tax base for the City. 

The recently signed Acquisition Agreement will 
speed the processing of leases. Leases can now be 
processed absent some of the requirements that 
prevented some transactions in the past. Over the 
past two years, the City has assumed many responsi- 1 
bilities previously undertaken by the Navy and formal- 
ized a general land use plan, so tenants will encounter 
a much more proactive leasing environment. 



I ennar Mare Island, LLC, the master developer 
Iwchosen by the City of Vallejo, is a company 
customized to meet the unique needs of the Mare 
Island conversion. Resources are drawn from 
Lennar Corporation, NYSE "Lennar", and LNR 
Property Corporation, NYSE "LNR", dba Lennar 
Partners. Lennar Partners, with offices in Miami, 
Atlanta, Portland, Salt Lake City and Tokyo as well 
as California cities of San Diego, Irvine and San 
Francisco, has been acquiring, developing and 
managing commercial real estate for over 30 years. 
Lennar Partners is responsible for more than 7.4 
million sq ft of commercial space. 

Lennar Communities, a division of Lennar Corp., 
is a master development company and serves as 
managing general partner of Lennar Mare Island. 

Lennar Communities and Lennar Partners are 50- 
50 partners in Lennar Mare Island. Lennar Mare 
Island thereby draws from both the master devel- 
opment and the real estate expertise of the 
umbrella corporations. Lennar Mare Island staff 
includes Bill Moore, project director, and Tom 
Sheaff, asset manager. Lennar Mare Island staff can 
be reached at 707.562.4000. 



Progress to date has already been impressive. More than two million square 
feet of existing space on Mare Island has been leased. Of the 500 commercial 
buildings, approximately 150 
are leased to 45 public and 
private tenants. Fourteen hun- 
dred rail car deliveries served 
Mare Island companies last 
year, up from 600 two years 
ago. And about 700 visitor 
passes are issued daily to con- 
tractors, visitors, golfers, and 
customers of the newly 
opened sports center, up from 
just 100 two years ago. This 
activity is a testament to the 
increasing economic activity 
of Mare Island. 

Navy Responsibilities 

Although leasing of proper- 
ties can occur now, transfer of 
title to properties on Mare 
Island will not happen until environmental clean-up is completed, the responsibil- 
ity of the U.S. Navy. Although the cleanup schedule is outlined in the EDC, it 
depends on Congress allocating funds for the cleanup each year. 





Deadlines 

Details 
Decisions 



WEST & EAST BAY CONSTRUC- 
TION INC. has the experience, 
knowledge, and professional staff to 
make your next commercial build- 
ing project develop smoothly, on 
budget, and on time. From ground 
up construction of all types, to ten- 
ant improvements and seismic 
upgrades, call the WEST & EAST 
BAY CONSTRUCTION INC. team 
for expert management of your next 
project. 
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Partners 

Conversion is a complicated process involving many part- 
ners. Federal to federal transfers of property have already 
occurred, and include the U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Veterans 
Administration, U.S. Army Reserve, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, which plans a Wildlife Interpretive and Instruction 
Center. 

Mare Island's environmentally sensitive areas, totaling 
more than two-thirds of the 5,000 acres, are permanently 
protected as open space through future ownership of the 
State Lands Commission, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service will be converting a large part of this into a wildlife 
refuge. Lennar Mare Island has responsibility for approxi- 
mately 800 acres of land and buildings available for lease 




Celebrate tiffany 

We are pleased to announce our exclusive collection 
of Tiffany gold and silver jewelry, timepieces, 
silver gifts and the designs of Paloma Picasso. 
Please come in and see the exceptional quality, 
design and craftsmanship that have made 
Tiffany & Co. a tradition in gift giving. 

3007 Alamo Drive 
Vacaville. Calif. 95687 

333 Merchant St., Suite B 
Vacaville. Calif. 95688 

I 100 Pill School Rd 
Dixon. Calif. 95620 

www.thornton-sons.com 
li-mail: TSjewelersC" 'thornton-sons.com 
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and/or development. Legacy Partners is another develop- 
er with an interest in Mare Island. Through a separate 
agreement with the City of Vallejo, Legacy Partners plans 
to develop 190 acres into a new business park on the 
north end of the island. 

In addition to the above, others partners in the conver- 
sion of Mare Island include the Mare Island Golf Course 
and the Historic Parks Foundation. Construction is nearing 
completion on the expansion from nine to eighteen holes 
at the 184-acre golf course. The Historic Park Foundation 
will operate and maintain St. Peter's Chapel, with its 
famous Tiffany glass windows, Quarters A & B on 
Captain's Row, and several other facilities that will 
enhance the historic significance of Mare Island and 
provide a destination for tourism. Their plans include a 
naval museum and ship exhibits. 

Plans 

Tom Sheaff, Lennar Partners' Asset Manager on Mare 
Island, indicates that the developers' plans fall into three 
categories — leasing buildings that are ready for tenants, 
fixing and upgrading Mare Island's infrastructure, and 
starting new development. 

The Lennar team is currently identifying those buildings 
that will definitely stay. Later this year, they plan to begin 
renovation of five or six buildings to provide immediately 
deliverable space, for which there is a demand in Solano 
County. An example is a former barracks envisioned for 
small to medium sized office users. The buildings are in 
good condition, well located and have sufficient on-site 



parking. Lennar will provide electrical, plumb- 
ing, HVAC, landscaping,_tenant improvements, 
and other upgrades, thereby providing a need- 
ed product line. 

Infrastructure upgrades are the most crucial 
need on Mare Island. Plans are still being devel- 
oped to prioritize the necessary improvements. 

New development includes creating prome- 
nades, plazas, parking and access improve- 
ments as well as building improvements. 
Additional plans include providing commercial 
services and a restaurant at the former Rodman 
Center to serve the day and full-time residents 
on Mare Island. 

Residential 

Two residential neighborhoods will be 
located on Mare Island. Limited by the Re-Use 
Plan to 1,400 units, the product range planned 
by Lennar includes apartments, condominiums 
and single-family detached homes. Each neigh- 
borhood will maintain some of the characteris- 
tics of the historic neighborhoods. 

Captain's Row is home to 11 mansions and 
is part of the historic district. No final decisions 
have been made on whether it will stay residen- 
tial or be developed into office uses. 

Commercial 

The commercial waterfront is the uncut jewel 
in the crown of Mare Island. Known as Re-use 
Areas 3, 4 and 5, waterfront plans envision a 
tourism destination site. A naval history museum 
and ship exhibits will anchor this area, support- 
ed by a pedestrian plaza, boutique specialty 
shops, meeting spaces, restaurants/cafe and 
park-like open space. Re-use Area 4 is located 
directly across from the Ferry Terminal down- 
town, which offers possible water shuttle 
access. Residential lofts are being considered 
as a potential reuse of some of the historic 
buildings. 

Commercial Recreation 

In addition to permanently preserved open 
spaces and wetlands preserves and the golf 
course, commercial recreation is being provided 
in the signature "Round House" by a local com- 
' pany, Pacific Sports. This building, previously 
used by movie director Francis Ford Coppola 
as a sound stage, now hosts an indoor soccer 
field, basketball courts and a cafe. Pacific 



Sports, which rents the facility by the 
night, also plans to organize sports 
leagues. 

Historic Preservation 

High on Lennar's and the City's priority 
list is preserving the historic character of 
Mare Island. Many of the buildings are 
historic structures listed on the National 
Register of Historic places. With a goal 
of re-using historic structures whenever 
possible, Lennar has hired historic con- 
sultants to help enhance this aspect of 
the conversion. The City's Architectural 
Heritage & Landmarks Commission has 
established an ordinance for historic 
building preservation and reuse. 





Mayor Intintoli 

SolanoFirst recently met with 
Vallejo Mayor Tony Intintoli, 
elected in November after a 
four-year hiatus, to record his 
views on the Mare Island con- 
version. Followins is the result 
of that conversation. -editor. 

You were Mayor at the time 
the Closure of Mare Island 
was announced* 

"When the closure was announced in 1993, I appointed the Mare Island Futures 
Committee to develop a plan for Mare Island's next life in the civilian sector. There 
were 52 Committee members including representatives of community-based orga- 
nizations, business, historic preservation, environment, education, and government 
officials. 

"The Mare Island Futures Committee achieved miraculous results. The Com- 
mittee, the Vallejo Planning Commission and the Vallejo City Council unanimously 
adopted the Mare Island Re-Use Plan within one year. Its universal acceptance 
helped in the City being named as the sole re-use authority for future develop- 
ment. By demonstrating to the federal government that the City could successfully 
plan the conversion, any interest in creating a more complex and/or potentially 
divisive re-use authority of several jurisdictions was avoided." 

Challenges in the Conversion Process 

"The ultimate success and timely revitalization of Mare Island is at the mercy 
of the federal sovernment, specifically the Congress, which controls the flow of 

continued 




Solano County will host 
more than 250 of the top 
men and women 
professional cyclists in the 
world for this 4-day 
United States Cycling 
Federation-sanctioned 
event. 



March 23 Time trials. 

March 24 100-mile road race. 

March £0 Downtown Fairfield criterium. 

March CJQ Rancho Solano road race 



Classic sponsors. Herman Goelitz Candy Co. . MLO Products . Solano Garbage . Daily Republic 
Interested in co-sponsoring the Solano Bicycle Classic? Contact Scott Reynolds at 707.425.1250 



funding for environmental clean-up. I want 
to change the process of annual approval 
of funds, and ask the Congress to set-aside 
the total funds needed for cleanup. The 
City is willing to take responsibility for its 
implementation. I believe we need to con- 
vey a sense of urgency and take advantage 
of this strong business cycle. 

"One reason for this sense of urgency is 
that federal defense conversion funds sun- 
set in September 2001 . In 1999 the City 
received six million dollars for Mare Island 
street and causeway maintenance, public 
safety, and other public services. After 
2001, the City will be financially responsi- 
ble for providing all services. 

"The remaining biggest challenge is the 
need to forward the development of the 
200-acre Legacy Partners site. I support 
using redevelopment, which is a financial 
tool available to cities to assist in removing 
blight and returning core areas to 
economic self-sufficiency." 

Vision 

"I see Mare Island as a new community, 
an extension of Vallejo - West Vallejo - 
integrated with and not isolated from the 
rest of the City. I would like to see a mar- 
riage of the Mare Island conversion with 
development of Vallejo's historic core and 
waterfront. 

"The downtown needs attractive, func- 
tioning buildings in order to house busi- 
nesses and attract customers. Too many 
of the buildings in the downtown core are 
vacant and boarded-up. The economic 
cost to the community of these vacant 
buildings is enormous. Downtown needs 
bold, definitive action. 

"I recognize the economic realities for 
building owners and the need also to pre- 
serve and protect the City's interests. Most 
| of those vacant buildings are constructed 
of unreinforced masonry and need seismic 
retrofits in order to be habitable. While 
some downtown building owners have 



done the seismic work, others have not. 
I want the City to step in and acquire 
those buildings whose owners will not 
comply, and fix them or demolish 
them." 

Final Thought 

"The Mare Island re-use process is on 
schedule, and there is momentum to 
upgrade and develop the historic core 
and waterfront areas. These are very 
exciting times for the City of Vallejo." 
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INTERVIEW WITH 



Dr. Bernard Zeliger 
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r. Bernard Zeliger, Provost 
I of Touro University West 
Coast, is a unique addi- 
tion to the Solano community. 
He successfully located Touro 
University, a private institution, on 
Mare Island. He is well known in 
the Vallejo community and a vol- 
unteer director of the Vallejo Chamber of Commerce. Although 
he grew up in one of the toughest neighborhoods in the U.S., 
he has a positive, can-do attitude. Dr. Zeliger is an unofficial 
ambassador for Vallejo, a man who sees the half-full glass, the 
potential and the promise. He quietly works to make a differ- 
ence in areas where he can affect change. We recently visited 
Dr. Zeliger, in his office at Quarters C, one of the former Captain's 
Row mansions, on Mare Island. 

About Touro University 

"Touro University is the dream of Dr. Bernard Lander, which 
came to fruition in 1970 in New York City, with a student body 
of 35 students enrolled in a curriculum of Jewish studies. Today 
Touro is an international University with colleges in the Liberal 
Arts, Teaching and Business, and schools in Allied Heath, 
Medicine and Law. Touro opened an Osteopathic Medical 
School on Mare Island in 1999. In addition to the Vallejo cam- 
pus, Touro has campuses in New York, Israel, Moscow and 
Beijing. 

The two New York campuses, one in the City and the other 
on Long Island, serve 10,000 students. The University's goal is to 
duplicate that enrollment in Vallejo. Specialized campuses in 
the Israeli cities of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv offer degrees in 
Jewish Studies and Liberal Arts, and the Moscow and Beijing 
campuses have Business colleges. Under discussion is an 
Agriculture college in Amman, Jordan. 

I had never heard of Vallejo or Mare Island. My charge was to 
find a West Coast campus on which to open an Osteopathic 
Medical School. Our first choice was the Los Angeles area. 
However, we could not get a Certificate of Need from the State. 
There are too many medical schools in the LA area. 

The Podiatric College in San Francisco offered to share space 
with us. They had too much space for their needs and were 
looking for a partner. Touro saw this as an opportunity because 



the school had the necessary infrastructure, laboratories, and so 
on. So Touro came to San Francisco. But it was a short-term 
solution. The site search began again when it became clear that 
the Podiatric College did not have enough space to allow Touro 
to grow. 

Closed military bases in the Bay Area offer unique opportuni- 
ties. I looked at the Presidio. It was perfect for our needs but far 
too expensive. Next I looked at the former Alameda Naval Air 
Station, which was another perfect site. I was in final negotia- 
tions when the Mayor of Alameda called me to his office and 
told me he wanted a more prominent university. 

Needless to say I was discouraged. It was a dinner with 
friends that same night that brought my path to Mare Island. 
Their son was a real estate agent who suggested that I look at 
Mare Island. The next day at 8:00 AM, I was touring Mare Island. 
I met with Mayor Gloria Exline, who took me and Touro under 
her wing. She called in Community Development Director Al 
Da Silva and Sutter Solano's Terry Curtola for medical facilities 
advice. Mayor Exline made it clear that Vallejo wanted Touro. 
Ever since then Touro and the City have been partners. 

What is your perception 
of Vallejo and Mare Island? 

I believe that Vallejo and Mare Island are the most beautiful 
areas in the region, which bring attraction opportunities. Vallejo 
is the crown jewel of the Bay Area, the undiscovered gem of the 
North Bay I see immense opportunities for Vallejo and Solano. 
Anyone with business sense should seriously consider locating 
in downtown Vallejo or on Mare Island. 

Why? Vallejo is a transportation hub, where the I-780, the 
I-80 and Highways 37 and 29 all meet. Easy access by road, air, 
railroad and sea make Vallejo a commerce center as well. And 
the labor force here is honest and hard working, an asset to any 
business. 

Vallejo, all of Solano County actually, has a diamond lining, 
better than silver. It's affordable to live here by Bay Area 
standards. The housing stock includes all levels, entry, move 
up and executive housing. I see that the executive housing at 
Hiddenbrooke is starting to take off. I make sure to direct my 
employees to look for housing in Vallejo - the opportunities 
are here. 

I predict the population here will double in the next five 
years. This is an excellent area in which to live. But with prosper- 
ity comes challenges. Vallejo and Solano must address regional 
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growth issues, such as assuring the trans- 
portation network keeps up with population 
growth. 

I enjoy working with Vallejo business 
people. I am active in the Vallejo Chamber 
of Commerce and was elected to the 
Chamber Board for 2000. 1 have been treat- 
ed royally by the city the business commu- 
nity and the citizens here. The Mayor and 
Council, the City Manager and his staff, the 
Chamber of Commerce - all are fantastic 
nice people. And I don't think I get special 
treatment. They would treat anybody the 
same. Some of the negative perceptions 
of Vallejo are simply wrong. It has a great 
population. The ethnic and racial diversity 
here are a plus and an asset. I love this 
community. 

About Touro University, Vallejo 

Touro's four-year Osteopathic Medical 
School, which opened last August with 240 
students, is phase one of three planned 
phases. The Medical School will accept 125 
in the new class each year. Internships and 
residencies are arranged at mostly local hos- 
pitals - Kaiser Permanente and Sutter Solano 
in Vallejo, Doctors Hospital in Pinole and 
San Pablo, St. Luke's and St. Mary's in San 
Francisco, and seven hospitals in Las Vegas. 

Our experience has been that it is easy to 
find people to work on Mare Island and the 
students love the campus. It is peaceful and 
quiet, conducive to study, with wonderful 
mature greenery. Seventy students currently 
live on campus. Many of the remaining 170 
live in Vallejo. Now that Mare Island has resi- 
dents again, it needs amenities, like a gro- 
cery or convenience store, and a bank. 

Touro leases 18 buildings on Mare Island 
which have a beautiful campus feel. Our 
capital investment plan called for spending 
$7-9 million on rehabilitating the first seven 
buildings. To date spent we have spent 
$18.5 million on 4.5 buildings. By August, 
2000 we plan to be occupying 10 buildings. 
I am always looking for donations. Know 
anyone who might like to have a university 
building or a conference room named 
after him? 

The Osteopathic Medical School is phase 
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one. Phase two will be a Liberal Arts school, a Business school, a 
Teachers college, and an Allied Health school. The staff is work- 
ing with the State to gain the necessary approvals and accredita- 
tion. The Business and Liberal Arts college plans are just about 
completed. The Allied Health school will take a little longer and 
the Teachers college follows a national accreditation procedure. 

Touro is also negotiating affiliation agreements now with area 
community colleges for seamless transition from community col- 
leges to Touro University. For example, a student can complete 
two years at Solano Community College and transfer with full 
credits to Touro 's Liberal Arts or Business colleges for the last 
two years. I am talking now to Stan Arterberry, President of 
Solano Community College. He is a fine gentleman,- Solano 
County is fortunate to have him. 

We are finding our community niche in these discussions. 
Touro plans to offer day, night and weekend classes to accommo- 
date student needs and schedules. We plan to be very flexible. 

About Dr. Zeliger 

I was born in Sussex, New Jersey, a small town of 1,200 
population then. I was raised in the South Bronx, in a neighbor- 
hood known as Fort Apache, poor and tough. My parents were 
immigrants. My Mother never learned to read and write. But 
from early childhood, my parents taught my two sisters and 
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me that education is the key to success. Education is the 
window out of poverty. 

I was a practicing osteopathic surgeon in Harrisburg, Pennsyl- 
vania from 1961 to 1997. Harrisburg is about the size of Vallejo, 
a good family town. Like Vallejo, shopping opportunities were 
elsewhere, in Philadelphia and Baltimore. I think we need to 
bring better shopping to Vallejo. 

In 1996, Touro was looking for a Dean to open the San Fran- 
cisco Osteopathic Medical College. I had been active and visi- 
ble in professional organizations, and they approached me. My 
practice had been getting harder; it's tough to spend hours on 
your feet in surgery. I thought the Touro job would be easy. I've 
learned otherwise. It's a lot of work but a labor of love. And it's 
been tremendous fun. I have a good relationship with the uni- 
versity. As Dean, I am the Chief Medical Officer. Last November 
I was promoted to Provost of Touro University West Coast. That 
added to the job. Now I have all college responsibilities. 

How do you like Quarters C? 

This is one of the Captain's Row mansions. We use it for the 
Administration building now, but we will be moving to the 
campus. We plan to continue to lease these Quarters, as a 
possible Alumni Center or Development Center. 

continued 



You deserve the best in financial service, and Travis Credit Union 
delivers. . . 24-hours a day from just about anywhere. 

• Locations all over the map... and beyond 

• PhoneLoan SM 

• Insured deposits 

• Responsive Member Service Center 

• Loans to meet your needs 

• 24-Hour ATMs throughout our community 

• ATM networks for worldwide convenience 

• Call-24 Phone Banking 

For the best in convenience and service, turn to Travis Credit Union. 
For more information on what makes Travis Credit Union the best, 
call (707) 449-4000 or 1-800-877-8328. 



LOCATIONS 

Travis AFB 

659 Skymaster Dr. 

Fairfield 

1 340 Gateway Blvd. 
2570 N.Texas St. 

Vacaville 

2020 Harbison Dr. 
1 1 Cernon St. 

Merced 

3180 M St. 

Additional ATM Locations 
at Travis AFB: 

' Passenger Terminal • Bowling Center 
Sierra Inn • Travis Exchange Mini Mall 
•The Base Exchange - The Pit 
• David Grant Medical Center 

Additional ATM Location 
in Vacaville: 

One Travis Way 



TRAVIS CREDIT UNION 

Equal Opportunity Lender. 
NCUA - Your savings federally insured to $100,000 
by the National Credit Union Administration, 
a U.S. Government agency. 



KAPPEL & KAPPEL, realtors 

"Relocation Experts for Northern Solano" 



Final Thoughts? 

I believe that technology companies could 
have a great home here, especially those where 
v designers and engineers often spend 24 hours 
at work. They could work and live on Mare 
Island. 

Touro University and the City benefit each 
other. There is a synergy here. The university 
adds to the value of Vallejo and Vallejo and its 
natural beauty are assets to University recruiting. 

We saw a need to help bring people of vari- 
ous backgrounds together, to help all people 
appreciate the depth of the cultural and ethnic 
diversity here. This year we hosted our 2nd 
annual Martin Luther King celebration. Now we 
are looking at developing a program for Chinese 
New Year, and after that, maybe a Cinco de 
Mayo celebration. 



MARK YOUR CALENDAR 



— SEDCORP— 

11 TH ANNUAL 

Golf Classic 




Friday, June 2 

We are seeking hole sponsors, 
raffle and auction donations. 

For more information 
or to register, 
contact the SEDCORP office 
at 707.864.1855. 




COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

Sales and Leasing of 

• Industrial, Office, Retail, 
Land and Investments 

• Commercial Property Management 



Jim Farba 
COMMERCIAL BROKER SINCE 1978 

800-459-7356 

. . .And You'll Love Our Affordable Housing 

• Many subdivisions under construction 

• Hundreds of quality resales 

• Median sales price of $178,000 

• Low crime rate— high school scores! 

• Modern living in a small town atmosphere 




# Video Tour Available 



Home Sales 
Property Management 




Sandy Jenkins 

CORPORATE RELOCATION DIRECTOR 

800-459-7356 



Homeowners Insurance 
Mortgage Dept 




BP SOLAR 



The_ Clean 
Energy Choice 



BP Solar Inc. 
A Business Unit of BP Solarex 
2300 North Watnev Way, Fairfield, CA 94533 
707 428-7800 



— Joe Donabed — 

City Manager Rio Vista 

Joe Donabed is Rio Vista's new City Manager. He 
comes to Solano's smallest City, population 
around 4,000, as it enters a period of rapid, 
planned growth. In selecting its new City Manager, 
the Council was not looking for a caretaker, but seek- 
ing a leader to assist the City through the pressures of 
growth. Joe Donabed's experience matched the 
Council's wish list. After 25 years with the City of 
Tulare in a variety of management roles, Joe 
Donabed was ready to take on the challenges of his 
own City. SolanoFirst met with Joe Donabed after 
his first three months of service. 

Why Rio Vista? 

I knew I wanted to live in Rio Vista from my first 
look at the City, when I was driving over the Helen 
Madere Bridge for my job interview with the City 
Council. I felt an instant connect with the community, 
a first impression of warmth, excitement, and peace. 
Then I got nervous. I knew then that I wanted the Rio 
Vista City Manager job. 

After 13 years as Tulare's assistant city manager, I 
had gone as far as I could go, so I started looking 
around. I was looking for career advancement, 
stronger challenges, an appropriate fit, a good loca- 
tion, and a community with charm. I applied for the 
Rio Vista job after turning down two other offers. 
Neither of those had made me nervous. 

I enjoyed the interview process. It's two-way 
communication. As the interviewee, I was able to 
get a feel for the community, its strengths and chal- 
lenges, and its priorities as articulated by the City 
Council members. And the Council was able to 
assess by style in an effort to determine my fit with 
the community. 

From the interviews, I learned that Rio Vistans 
have a healthy concern about the growth they have 
planned and know is coming. The Council members 
wanted to explore the advantages and downsides of 
growth. They want to assess the community needs 
and wants, in terms of infrastructure needed, impact 
on agriculture, and community fears. They want to 
assure that community protections are in place and 
the community's fears are mitigated through proper 




planning. In addition they made clear that they 
expect their government to operate in a business- 
like manner. 

90-Day Assessment 

My first impression of Rio Vista has been rein- 
forced in the last three months. This community is 
magnificent. I feel as though I've been here all my 
life. Citizens are friendly Older residents co-opt 
newcomers and make them feel a part of the com- 
munity. This helps mitigate the fear of take-over by 
newcomers in a fast growing community. 

This community knows growth is coming. They 
have made it clear they want to see quality growth 
in an environmentally sensitive manner. The chal- 
lenge is in how we grow while protecting the 
unique qualities that make Rio Vista a great city. 

We have a quality tenured staff, sensitive to the 
community, and caring. They surpassed my expec- 
tations. The City is fortunate to have a staff of such 
long tenure, because the community knowledge 
stays here, providing continuity in government 
operations. 

With some recent departures and retirements, I 
have had the opportunity to reorganized depart- 
ments into groups I feel are more efficient. For 
example, we now have a Development Services 
Department to provide seamless services to the 
public. It combines the departments of Planning, 
Building, Code Enforcement and Economic 
Development/ Redevelopment. 

Rio Vista's Council members have diverse back- 
grounds, and they are not at odds with each other 
as is seen in many cities. It's a healthy situation. 
They differ in methods and approaches, but they 
are on same page in wanting to move Rio Vista 
forward. 

I also feel well accepted by the community, my 
staff, and the Council. 
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What arc the City's 
Current Priorities? 

First, an expansion of the wastewater treat- 
ment plant, which is now in design. We are 
'using a local company's technology - a DryVac 
Environmental unit which processes sludge. 
The City is also in the process of closing a sani- 
tary landfill. And we are in an on-going general 
plan update process. 

Economic Development 

Rio Vista's plans to ensure economic pros- 
perity are wide-ranging. They include the new 
senior resort retirement communities that are 
already underway, waterfront development, a 
beautification and upgrade program for down- 
town, and an active industrial park. 

Rio Vista is ideally located, with good trans- 
portation access to both the 1-80 and the 1-5. 
For the corporate client, Rio Vista offers unique 
advantages. A corporate airport with a 4,200- 
foot runway at the center of the industrial park 
is an asset. The zoning is in place, and the City 
will streamline the permit process. The City staff 
is business friendly and sensitive to industry 
(needs. Many have worked in the development 
departments of larger cities, so they understand 
the desire to provide services to clients. 

The City knows that proper infrastructure in 
place is critical to attracting companies to the 
industrial park. A sewer system is in the plan- 
ning stages that will provide service within our 
planning area. 

The City has a huge advantage in that it 
owns the land in the industrial areas. We can 
assist companies financially. For example, to 
ease capital outlay burdens up-front, the City 
can collect fees at the back end of the pro- 
jects, when companies are operational and 
better able to pay 

Tourism is also part of the economic strate- 
gy. The Sacramento River is ideal for recreation- 
al uses, fishing, wind surfing and boating. The 
City owns the boat dock and launch ramp. The 
Islands are great resorts, good for camping. The 
plan is to capitalize on tourism and enhance 
the downtown. Improvements are planned for 
Ithe streetscape downtown as well. 

The former Army Depot will be a waterfront 
asset to the City. A current contract for cleanup 
is underway. When completed, the title to the 



properly will be turned over to City. Future possibilities for 
the 26-acre parcel include a conferencing center and spe- 
cialty shops. 

I want to be involved with economic development. I 
enjoy dealing with growth issues. Planned and managed 
growth is of great benefit to the community. I find economic 
development activities most rewarding. 

We have plenty to sell in Rio Vista. It is a full-service city, 
with diverse residential opportunities, good restaurants, all 
the professional services, and highway commercial on 
Highway 12 enhances sales tax revenues. 

The ongoing pressures of growth require careful balance 
and attention to detail. The industrial park is a future econom- 
ic engine for Rio Vista, but I believe image is important. I 
would like to see the quality of the industrial buildings and 
their settings improved, with careful attention to landscape 
and architectural treatment. 

Tell us about your experience 

I spent 25 years with the City of Tulare, the last 1 3 as 
Assistant Manager, with responsibilities in in Finance, 
Personnel, Planning/ Building/Community Development, 
Transit, Risk Management and Airport. Prior to that I served 
1 1 years as Planning Director. I also worked in General 
Services for two years. contjnued 




PREMIER 

Commercial 

WEB SITE: 

www. premiercommercial .net 



Property Management 

Development Consulting 

Investment Property Sales 

Industrial Office and 
Retail Leasing 



The team for you! 




From left to right: Scott Sheldon, Steve Spencer, Inam Khan, Kevin English. 
Bob Safier, Tony Racier, Ron Waslohn and Jim Adams 

For all your commercial real estate needs: 
Call 707-436-7300 or Fax 707-421-9958 
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Jobs 
that 
fit. 



The right place, the right time... the right jobs. 

Whether you're looking for temporary or full-time employment entry-level to management, 
count on Express for a variety of jobs that fit your skills. 



• Administrative Assistants 

• Receptionists 

• Accounting Clerks 

• Word Processors 




PERSONNEL SERVICES 



www.expresspersonnel.com 



• Warehouse Workers 

• Forklift Operators 

• Shipping/Receiving Clerks 

• Assemblers and more 

Express also offers skills testing, free 
computer software training, and a 
variety of associate benefits. 

Call Express today... the right place 
for a job that fits. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 
FAIRFIELD (707) 422 9955 • VACAVILLE (707) 446 2150 • NAPA (707) 224-9252 



SEDCORP 

Business Calendar 

March 22 • 8 am 

Board of Directors 
Anheuser Busch 



April 13 • 7 am 

Member-Investor Breakfast at the 
Vallejo Naval & Historical Museum 

featurins Patti Peters, 
who presents Customer Service 
seminars all over the U.S. 

May 24 • 8 am 

Board of Directors 
s Anheuser Busch 5 



CIVIL ENGINEERS 



Get to know us ! 



And see vour ideas take off. 

<M I 



E-mail: cec@cecdavis.com 




PROJECT: 

Green Valley ' 
Technical Plaza 

SIZE: 

220,000 Sq.Ft. 

LOCATION. 
Fairfield, CA 

DESCRIPTION: 

Cunningham Enginering 
is designing all civil 
improvements for this 
prestigious office building, 
including the extension of 
a four lane arterial roadway. 
Project completion is 
Spnnq 2000, 



You can depend on our professionals to get even the toughest jobs done 
. . .we can put all your ideas on paper. 



WHEELER 



"A 

One Stop 
Shop" 




Full Service 

Graphic 
Department 



PRINTING, INC. 



Graphics ♦ Desktop Publishing ♦ Lithographing ♦ Bindery Work 
♦ Image Setting to Film or Paper ♦ 

♦ Complete line of wedding and social invitations ♦ 

&sia£fis£ecf 1940 



836 SONOMA BLVD. • VALLEJO, CA 94590 
PHONE: (707) 643-6383 or 643-1180 FAX: (707) 643-8911 



GAW 
vanmalE 

Smith o t 

MYERS oc 
MIROGLIO 

A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION 



Corporate Plaza 
1261 Travis Blvd., Suite 350 
Fairfield, CA 94533-4801 
(707)425-1250 



795 Alamo Drive, Suite 103 
Vacaville, CA 95688 
(707) 479-7601 



Winship Building 
944 Main Street 
Napa, CA 94559-3045 
(707) 252-9000 
■ ■ ■ 
www.gvmsmm.com 



OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL SOLUTIONS AND 
EXEMPLARY CLIENT SERVICE TO THE NORTH BAY 

Emphasizing Corporate and Business Formation, 
Planning, Sales and Acquisitions, Real Estate Sales and 
Leasing, Tax Deferred Exchanges, Tax Controversies, 
Income and Estate Tax Planning, Business, Commercial 
and Employment Litigation and Family Law. 

Senior Members of the Firm 
David B. Gaw ♦ Nicholas R. Van Male ♦ Wyman G. Smith. Ill 
Bruce A. Myers ♦ Bruce A. Miroglio ♦ S. Scott Reynolds 
Joyce L. Elliott ♦ Christine L. Craig 



Prior to joining the staff in Tulare, I spent 
three years with the City of Orange in Planning, 
part of the Community Development Division. 

I served three years in the Navy and sepa- 
rated in 1970. 1 earned my Bachelors degree at 
Cal State Fullerton in 1971, in Urban 
Geography. 

In the early 1970's, Orange County was the 
fastest growing area in the country. I was a 
planner in 1972 when the courts decreed that 
all projects needed environmental review. That 
ruling changed the way cities determine their 
future. 

I left Orange County for northern California 
because it was growing too fast. The transition 
was easy for me,- 1 was born and raised in 
Fresno. In 1974, Tulare was a city of 16,000, 
with a friendly intimate feel. Today Tulare is a 
city of 42,000, yet it has the same small town 
feel. I want to help Rio Vista grow the same 
way 

Rio Vista is going through a maturity 
process, and I feel I can bring a positive 
impact to that process. 

Path to City Manager 

In 1983, 1 decided I wanted to be a city 
manager. I had gone as far as I could in 
Planning. This decision led me to return to 
school. I earned a Masters in Public 
Administration from CSU Bakersfield in 1986. 

Final Thoughts 

The City's reputation is important. Rio Vista 
is a friendly home town, welcoming to new 
residents and business alike. We need to work 
together as a City to develop this vision, to 
make it a part of the culture of the community. 
I see great things in Rio Vista's future. 

I am a believer in SEDCORP. Collaborative 
involvement is important to each community in 
the region. One of the first regional events I 
attended here was the Spirit of Solano lun- 
cheon. It was a very nice program of recogni- 
tion for businesses that exhibit strong commu- 
nity involvement. Abel Chevrolet in Rio Vista 
was our Business of the Year. We know the 
Abel people are wonderful, and now the rest 
of the region knows too. 
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Big Bank 

Resources... 

Small Bank 

Resourcefulness 



We're building business relationships. 

At Westamerica, our focus is building long-term relationships that help 
businesses like yours grow and prosper, ffijj^ We offer commercial, 
residential, construction, land, and permanent loans, as well as business loans and 
lines of credit. {f§j) Westamerica Bank is the community bank for your business 
and personal needs. ^) Stop by or call one of our six Solano County branches 
and find out how your business can benefit from our unique combination of 
"big bank resources and small bank resourcefulness." 

^TtirWESMMERIGl B4NK Member FDIC 

Your Community Banker™ 
We have 90 branches throughout Northern and Central California. 

Benicia (707) 745-2200 - Fairfield (707) 429-7450 - Suisun (707) 429-7400 
Vacaville (707) 448-7147 and (707) 448-7144 ■ Vallejo (707) 558-1100 



www.westamerica.com 




Hearn Construction Inc. 

• Hearn Construction has been awarded 
the modernization contract for Beverly Hills 
Elementary School, Childcare Alteration in 
Vallejo. The moderizations will consist of 
remodelins the office, kitchen and bathrooms. It 
also includes new finished and a fire alarm. 



Premier Commercial 

• Represented Marilyn Foreman and Donald Hayame as 
Trustees of the Sumiko Hayama Trust as Sellers and 
Kaufman and Broad as Buyer in the purchase of 10 acres 
of land in Vacaville on Cooper School Road for use as a 
residential subdivision. 

• Represented Taursa Capital Manasement in the lease of 
832 sf of office space at 1300 Oliver Road, Suite 310 in 
Fairfield. Ron Waslohn represented the lessor, Allied 
Investment. 

• Represented Bishop Kelly and the House of Prayer, as 
Lessee in leasins 9,200 sf at 1201 Marshall Road in 
Vacaville from Testmeier Associates, Lessor. I nam Khan 
represented the Lessee and Lessor. Ron Waslohn also 
represented the Lessor. 




• Philip Chang leased 3,900 sf of office 
space. Ron Waslohn and Kevin English 
represented the Lessor, Loran Kelly. 

• WAAA Securities sub-leased 3,189 sf of office 
space at 2300 Boynton, Suite 202 in Fairfield from 
Century Bay Area Cable. Ron Waslohn represented both 
the Sub-Lessee and Sub-Lessor. 

• American Box and Container Company leased 7,900 sf 
of industrial space at 4229 Lozano Lane in Suisun. Tony 
Rader represented both the Lessor and Lessee. 

• G.B.G., Inc. leased 2,000 sf of warehouse space at 
116/122 Peabody Road in Vacaville. Ron Rader repre- 
sented the Lessor, The Wong Family Trust and Mary Ann 
Rollison represented the Lessee. 

• Elite Management and Development, a California LLC, 
leased 2,158 sf of office space at 1300 Oliver Road in 
Fairfield. Ron Waslohn represented both the Lessee and 
Lessor. 



Quality Maintenance and 
Construction Personnel 



Committed to Safety 
Drug and Alcohol 
Screening 
Skills Testing 
Reference & Background 
Checks 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 




Bay Spam Inc 

Facility Maintenance & Temporary Personnel Services 

260 Link Road, Suite D 
Fairfield, California 94585 

(800) 246-2202 
www.bayspan.com 



Personnel Services Since 1990 



Coldwell Banker 

• Cascade Pest Systems leased 1,380 sf at 
813 Davis Street, Suite D in Vacaville. Hal 
Alpert represented both the tenant and land- 
lord. 



■ Direct Connect Communications and Marketing leased 
612 sf at 740 Merchant Street in Vacaville. Monica 
Espinosa represented both the landlord and tenant. 

» Solano Smog & Diagnostic leased 2,500 sf at 631 
Railroad Ave. in Suisun. Hal Alpert represented both the 
landlord and tenant. 

» Hatcher/Dial, Inc. leased 1,375 sf at 1001 Nut Tree Road 
in Vacaville. Hal Alpert represented both the landlord 
and tenant. 

• California Bail Bonds leased 1,250 sf at 709 Jefferson 
Street in Fairfield. Broker: Bill Bassett. 

• Allstate Insurance leased 1,400 sf at 712 Madison Street 
in Fairfield. Broken Bill Bassett. 




• Ricardo Green leased 1 ,250 sf at 1 021 
Mason Street, #17 in Vacaville for a vending 
machine business. Brokers: M. Rollison and Ray 
Shamieh. 



• Li'l Havana leased 1,250 sf at 101 1 Mason Street #1 
in Vacaville. Broken Ray Shamieh. 

Don Theile Commercial Real Estate Services 

• Level 3 Communications purchased a 15,750 sf multi- 
tenant building at 106 Railroad Ave. in Suisun. 

• Holland Law Offices relocated their law offices to 1225 
Travis Blvd. in Fairfield. Broker: Don Theile. 

• Ricci Enterprises negotiated a new lease for 3,000 sf of 
industrial space at 149 Grobic Court in Fairfield. Broker- 
Don Theile. 

• Allied Investments purchased 2 acres on Allison 
Parkway in Vacaville for construction of their corporate 
office and shop facility and an additional 12,000 of 
warehouse and office for lease. Broker: Don Theile. 
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What Would You Do? 




You've thought about it a 
hundred times. There's been an 
accident on site. A worker has a 
back injury, strain or broken bone. 
He could be out of work and in 
pain for weeks. You're the boss. 



WELCOME 
NEW SEDCORP MEMBERS 



Many small business owners and 
managers don't have a plan for 
dealing with work injuries. They 
don't know how to prevent on 
the job accidents, or where to go 
for treatment designed to get the 
employee back on the job as soon 
as possible. The decisions made in 
the first moments after an injury 
impact the health of your work- 
force and your business. 

NorthBay Occupational Health, 
Solano County's occupational 
health specialist, can help you 
better manage and prevent injuries 
at your office or work site. 

Call now 
for your 
FREE 
Work 
Site 

Safety Evaluation 

429-7701 



Sfg NorthBay 

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH 

A Non-Profit NorthBay Healthcare System Affiliate 




BUSINESS 

Morrison & Foerster 
(Walnut Creek) 
Bruce Reed Goodmiller 
(925) 295-3386 



ASSOCIATE 

Commercial Real Estate Services 
(Dixon) 
Chuck Krouse 
(707) 678-0500 

Cunninsham Engineering Corp. 
(Davis) 
Chuck Cunningham 
(530) 758-2026 

The HLA Group 

(Sacramento) 

Greg Hauser 
(916) 447-7400 

P 3 - PCUBED 
(Vallejo) 
Randall Woods 
(707) 554-4222 

Sir Speedy Printing 
(Fairfield) 
Mark Hostler 
(707) 426-2300 

Super Store Industries 
(Fairfield) 
Ron Harris 
(707) 863-3212 



rhe Solano Comity Economic Development Corporation is a collabo- 
ration of the seven cities and Solano County, in partnership with 
business and industry) for economic growth and a higher quality of 
life for all citizens. SEDCORP offers industry assistance, a community 
interface and member relations. For more information about SEDCORP's 
mission, please call (707) 864-1855. 



To inquire about the Solano 

Economic Development 
Corporation's programs, or for 
membership information, 

please call (707) 864-1855 



r. 
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Proudly Supporting 

Solano County Businesses 
For Thirty Years 




Expert Service, 

Quality Products 




Concrete Co., Inc. 

1601 Cement Hill Road • Fairfield • CA 94533 
Phone: (707) 422-2520 • Fax: (707) 422-0402 



Serving Solano County Since 1960 



SEDCORP 

424 Executive Court North, Suite C 
Suisun, CA 94585 



Vacaville Public Library 
1020 Ulatis Dr 
Vacaville, CA 95687-9499 
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